MUDANYA ORTODOKS (AYİOS YEORYİOS) KİLİSESİ (UĞUR MUMCU KÜLTÜR MERKEZİ)

[image: ]
 
Mudanya Merkezi’nde sahile yaklaşık yüz metre mesafede, Bilgi Sokak, Sağlık Sokak ve Mustafa Kemal Paşa Caddesinin çevrelediği Mudanya Ortodoks Kilisesi’nin ismine ve yapım tarihine ilişkin günümüze gelebilmiş kaynak ya da kitabe bulunmamaktadır.
Batı- doğu doğrultusunda bazilikal plan tipinde inşa edilen kilisenin duvarları, galeri ve apsis hariç, düzgün kesme taş ile örülüdür. İç cepheleri sıvalı olan kilisede günümüze ulaşan resim ya da başka bir bezeme ögesi bulunmamaktadır.
Yapının kuzey cephesinde orta sıradaki pencerelerden batıdan üçüncüsünün alınlığında yer alan yedi satırlık kitabede;

“1834
ΤΙΜΙΩΤΑΤΟΣ ΙΟΡΔΑΝΗΣ Α-
ΝΑΣΤΑΣΙΟΥ ΑΓΑΘΟΣ ΗΜΩΝ ΠΑΤΡΙΩΤΗΣ
ΕΔΩΡΗΣΑΤΟ ΜΝΗΜΗΣ ΧΑΡΙΝ ΚΑΙ ΕΥΛΑ
ΒΙΑΣ ΑΠΑΝΤΑΣ ΤΟΥΣ ΕΝ ΤΗ ΕΠΙΦΑΝΕΙΑ
ΤΟΥ ΙΕΡΟΥ ΤΟΥΤΟΥ ΝΑΟΥ ΛΕΛΑΤΟΜΗΜΕΝΟΥΣ ΛΙΘΟΥΣ Δ
ΡΕΘΕΝΤΑΣ (?) ΕΙΣ ΤΟ ΕΝ ΠΑΛΑΙΟΧΩΡΙΩ ΕΛΑΙΟΤΟΠΙ
ΟΝ ΤΟΥ ΠΡΟΣ ΟΝ ΕΥΙΝΟΜΟΝΙ Η ΠΟΛΙΣ ΜΟΥΝΔΑΝΙΩΝ”yazılıdır.

“İyi hemşerimiz Anastasıou oğlu Iordines anımsamak için ve dindarlığından dolayı, bu kutsal kilisenin yüzeyindeki bütün yontulmuş taşları Palaikhorio’daki zeytinliğinden getirerek bağışlamıştır. Mudanya (Moundanion) O’na minnettardır” yazmaktadır.
1834 yılında yeniden inşa edildiği anlaşılan kilisenin Osmanlı arşivlerindeki 1853 tarihli belgede tamir kaydı bulunmaktadır. 1902-1903 yılları arasında yeniden inşa edilen kilise, Rumların mübadele ile Mudanya’dan ayrılmasının ardından ibadethane özelliğini yitirmiş,  uzun süre sinema olarak kullanıldıktan sonra 1993’te Mudanya Belediyesi tarafından onarılarak Bursa Kültür ve Tabiat Varlıklarını Koruma Kurulu’nun 1993 tarihli kararı ile korunması gerekli taşınmaz kültür varlığı olarak tescillenmiştir.
Mudanya’da yaşayan Ortodoks Rumların en önemli ve en büyük kilisesi olan bu görkemli yapı, günümüzde Uğur Mumcu Kültür Merkezi olarak hizmet vermektedir.

MUDANYA ORTHODOX (ST. GEORGE) CHURCH (UĞUR MUMCU CULTURAL CENTER)

There is no surviving source or inscription regarding the name and construction date of the Mudanya Orthodox Church, located approximately one hundred meters from the beach in Mudanya downtown, surrounded by Bilgi, Sağlık and Mustafa Kemal Paşa Streets.
The walls of the church, which were built in a basilical plan type in the west-east direction, were masoned with smooth ashlar, except for the gallery and apse. There are no surviving frescoes or other decorative elements in the church, whose interior facades were plastered.
On the seven-line inscription on the pediment of the third window from the west on the middle row of windows on the north façade of the building reads:

“1834
ΤΙΜΙΩΤΑΤΟΣ ΙΟΡΔΑΝΗΣ Α-
ΝΑΣΤΑΣΙΟΥ ΑΓΑΘΟΣ ΗΜΩΝ ΠΑΤΡΙΩΤΗΣ
ΕΔΩΡΗΣΑΤΟ ΜΝΗΜΗΣ ΧΑΡΙΝ ΚΑΙ ΕΥΛΑ
ΒΙΑΣ ΑΠΑΝΤΑΣ ΤΟΥΣ ΕΝ ΤΗ ΕΠΙΦΑΝΕΙΑ
ΤΟΥ ΙΕΡΟΥ ΤΟΥΤΟΥ ΝΑΟΥ ΛΕΛΑΤΟΜΗΜΕΝΟΥΣ ΛΙΘΟΥΣ Δ
ΡΕΘΕΝΤΑΣ (?) ΕΙΣ ΤΟ ΕΝ ΠΑΛΑΙΟΧΩΡΙΩ ΕΛΑΙΟΤΟΠΙ
ΟΝ ΤΟΥ ΠΡΟΣ ΟΝ ΕΥΙΝΟΜΟΝΙ Η ΠΟΛΙΣ ΜΟΥΝΔΑΝΙΩΝ”

“To remember our good fellow countryman Iordines, son of Anastasiou and for his piety,  donated all the carved stones on the surface of this holy church by bringing them from his olive grove in Palaikhorio. Mudanya (Moundanion) is grateful to Him.”
The church, which was apparently rebuilt in 1834, has a repair record in the document dated 1853 in the Ottoman archives. The church, which was rebuilt between 1902 and 1903 has lost its feature as a place of worship after Greeks left Mudanya with the population exchange and after being used as a cinema for a long time, it was repaired by Mudanya Municipality in 1993 and registered as an immovable cultural asset to be protected by the decision of the Bursa Cultural and Natural Heritage Preservation Board dated 1993.
This magnificent building, which is the most important and largest church of the Orthodox Greeks who had been living in Mudanya, currently serves as the Uğur Mumcu Cultural Center.
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